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Chancellor could not but yield* And what was this
firmness on the one side and this recognition on the
other, what was it, after all, but the well deserved reward
of patient efforts pursued for at least sixty or seventy
years ? For sixty or seventy years the Socialists of
Germany had been exhausting themselves in persuading
their fellows of the truth, and in the end their opponents
had yielded to them, quietly and decorously* Twenty-
four hours secured the sudden amazing fruition of more
than a half a century's toiL

Such events reflected credit on both sides, both on
those who had waited so patiently and on those, who,
like Prince Max, had seen the wisdom of yielding*
Indeed, Prince Max had contributed most materially to
the success of the bloodless Revolution* Not only had
he forced the Kaiser's hand and nipped in the bud the
absurd idea of his return at the head of his troops to
overawe Berlin and win back, as King of Prussia, what
he had lost as German Emperor, but Prince Max had in
addition, as his very last order, strictly forbidden the
Governor of Berlin to open machine gun fire on the
revolutionaries; whereupon that functionary (von
Linsingen), who as a professional soldier did not under-
stand anything at all about methods of peaceful per-
suasion, promptly resigned ; which eventually saved the
Socialists the trouble of getting rid of him* For this
action of Prince Max's the Socialists were grateful*
They were, in truth, grateful to the whole of the upper